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Status of information exchange by APPPC members and Japan through the APPPC website and the IPP
During the second quarter of 2013, additional plant protection information was uploaded by Australia, Philippines, Republic of Korea, and Thailand into the APPPC website and the International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP).  Additional reference websites were posted by India (6 websites), Indonesia (9 websites), Malaysia (19 websites), and Viet Nam (6 websites) on their country pages.
The status summary (as at 30 June 2013) of the information uploaded into the IPP and the APPPC website is as follows:

Table 1:  Information exchange through IPP (as at 30 June 2013)
	Information exchange through IPP
	Total (from 23+1 countries)

	Basic reporting (or reporting obligations):
	Info items
	Countries with info
	% Countries with info

	(1) IPPC official contact points (Art. VIII.2)
	24
	23
	95.83%

	(2) Official pest report (Art. VIII.1a)
	67
	8
	33.33%

	(3) Description of the NPPO (Art. IV.4)
	17
	13
	54.17%

	(4) Legislation (Art. VII.2b)
	76
	13
	54.17%

	(5) Entry points (Art. VII.2d)
	18
	14
	58.33%

	(6) List of regulated pests (Art. VII.2i)
	24
	11
	45.83%

	(7) Emergency actions (Art. VII.6)
	6
	2
	8.33%

	Other optional reporting (usually bilateral in nature)
	 
	 
	 

	(8) Non-compliance (Art. VII.2f)
	3
	2
	8.33%

	(9) Organizational arrangements of plant protection (Art.IV.4)
	6
	4
	16.67%

	(10) Pest status (Art. VII.2j)
	4
	4
	16.67%

	(11) Rationale for phytosanitary requirements (Art. VII.2c)
	6
	2
	8.33%

	Others:
	 
	 
	 

	(12) Publications
	104
	19
	79.17%

	(13) News
	56
	11
	45.83%

	(14) Website
	86
	11
	45.83%

	(15) Technical project
	0
	0
	0.00%

	(16) Implementation of ISPM 15
	17
	7
	29.17%

	(17) IPP Editor
	34
	22
	91.67%

	(18) Members
	4
	4
	16.67%

	(19) RPPO contact
	0
	0
	0.00%

	(20) Pest free areas
	1
	1
	4.17%

	(21) Events
	2
	2
	8.33%


Table 2:  Information exchange through the APPPC website (as at 30 June 2013)
	Information exchange through APPPC website
	Total (from 23+1 countries)

	Plant protection area
	Info items
	Countries with info
	% Countries with info

	(a) Plant protection (in general)
	77
	20
	83.33%

	(b) Plant quarantine
	27
	15
	62.50%

	(c) Pest surveillance and pest outbreaks
	21
	14
	58.33%

	(d) Pest mangement
	23
	13
	54.17%

	(e) Pesticide management
	42
	14
	58.33%


Recent noteworthy developments:
The second quarter of 2013 witnessed the migration of the International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP) to a new software platform (Drupal).  The move has positive impacts on the country pages.  These include, among others, the grouping of each country’s information into four parts, namely Country Profile, Official Reports, Optional Reports and Other.

The first part titled ‘Country Profile’ features detailed information about IPPC Official, country map, key statistics (source:  data.fao.org), most recent phytosanitary and trade-related information, and charts.

The second part titled ‘Official Reports’ features information in compliance with reporting obligations (basic reporting requirements) which include official pest report (Article VIII.2), description of the NPPO (Article IV.4), legislation (Article VII.2b), entry points (Article VII.2d), list of regulated pests (Article VII.2i), and emergency actions (Article VII.6).

The third part titled ‘Optional Reports’ features reports voluntarily uploaded by countries.  This includes non-compliance (Article VII.2f), organizational arrangements of plant protection (Article IV.4), pest status (Article VII.2j) and rationale for phytosanitary requirements (Article VII.2c).

The final part titled ‘Other’ features other information including publications, news, websites, ISPM 15 implementation, IPPC official contact points (Article VIII.2), IPP editors, members, RPPO contact, pest free areas, and events.  It should be noted that the information about technical project is no more available on the country page.  The number of country members in some countries has also been significantly reduced.  Noteworthy is the introduction of the information about ‘Events’, recently uploaded by Indonesia (web link:  https://www.ippc.int/events/tentative-2014-july-tppt-meeting) and Japan (web link:  https://www.ippc.int/events/2012-december-tppt-meeting).

With the new development, the country information has been properly grouped, making it easier for users to get access to the information they are looking for.  For example, the information available under the ‘Country Profile’ part will provide the users with basic information about the country.  In particular, the most recent phytosanitary and trade-related information will serve as useful background for users to understand the country’s plant quarantine.

A good example is the one on the country page of Malaysia (web link:  https://www.ippc.int/countries/malaysia).

Related details on the information uploaded by the APPPC members during the 2nd quarters of 2013:

(1) Australia
Recent News

· Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Rebranding Statement - Retirement of the AQIS brand name

(Created on Thursday, 4 April, 2013)
Description:

In November 2011, the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) announced its intention to retire the use of the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS) brand. The Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry will continue to have responsibility for all Australian Government work relating to biosecurity and the agricultural, fisheries, forestry, food production and food safety sectors. The same Australian Government staff that presently provide and oversee biosecurity, inspection and certification functions under the AQIS brand will continue to provide these services as part of the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

This change will not affect the legal basis or competent authority under which audit, inspections and certifications are undertaken, nor will it prompt any changes to our requirements relating to imported agricultural, food, plant or animal products. All permits will continue to be issued by the Australian Government and, during the transition period, any permit carrying the AQIS brand will be valid for the duration of the permit.

The Australian Government looks forward to working with trading partners to finish implementing this name change in a smooth manner without disrupting trade. The Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has provided further detail to trading partners on the administrative changes it proposes in relation to the retirement of the AQIS brand.

A recent development in this change process is the removal of all @aqis.gov.au email addresses. From 15 April 2013 this domain name will no longer operate and in future the format name.surname@daff.gov.au will be used for all e-mail correspondence with the department.

The Australian Government intends to finalise these changes by 30 June 2013.

Location:

https://www.ippc.int/news/australian-government-department-agriculture-fisheries-and-forestry-rebranding-statement
Recent News
· Changes to import conditions for Myrtaceous timber

(Created on Wednesday, 12 June, 2013)

Description:
Import conditions for Myrtaceous timber (a host of the plant pathogen Puccinia psidii - commonly known as guava rust) have changed. The prohibition on imported consignments of Myrtaceous timber from guava rust host countries has been lifted following a review of the biosecurity risks. Imports from guava rust countries are now subject to the same treatment options as for Myrtaceous timber from non-guava rust countries.

Permit and phytosanitary treatment requirements are available on the DAFF website 
http://www.aqis.gov.au/icon32/asp/ex_casecontent.asp?intNodeId=9018800&intCommodityId=22573&Types=none&WhichQuery=Go+to+full+text&intSearch=1&LogSessionID=0

The change is effective from 27 May 2013.
Publications
· Import Risk Analysis Handbook 2011

(Publication date:  24 April 2013)
Location:

https://www.ippc.int/sites/default/files/documents/20130605/1366783022_import-risk-analysis-handbook-20_2013060513%3A53--612.86%20KB.pdf
· National Dagnostic Protocol for Avocado
(Publication date:  24 April 2013)
Locations:

https://www.ippc.int/publications/national-diagnostic-protocol-avocado
http://plantbiosecuritydiagnostics.net.au/resource-hub/protocols/national-diagnostic-protocols/
· Release of the final pest risk analysis report for Drosophila suzukii
(Publication date:  24 April 2013)

Locations:

https://www.ippc.int/publications/release-final-pest-risk-analysis-report-drosophila-suzukii
http://www.daff.gov.au/ba/reviews/final-plant/drosophila_suzukii_spotted_wing_drosophila/ba2013-09-drosophila-suzukii-final-pra
http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/2281738/Final-PRA-report-Drosophila-suzukii.pdf
· National Plant Biosecurity Status Report 2012
(Publication date:  20 June 2013)
Short description:

Australia places a high priority on plant biosecurity, which in turn has driven the development of an internationally recognised plant biosecurity system. The strength of the Australian biosecurity system lies in its cooperative approach, which is characterised by industry–government partnerships.

The 5th edition, for 2012, of the National Plant Biosecurity Status Report describes Australia’s plant biosecurity system and explains how the partners in biosecurity work together to protect plant production, worth some $29.4 billion annually*.

The report includes sections on: • organisations and processes involved in managing the pest status of Australia’s agricultural, horticultural and forestry industries offshore, onshore and at the border • greatest exotic pest threats to plant production • governance of plant biosecurity in Australia and explains the mechanisms including our surveillance systems, which successfully manage the pest status of plant industries • over 730 plant biosecurity research and development projects active in Australia • honey bee biosecurity to provide protection for pollination-reliant industries • weeds management across the nation, from local councils and utility providers to state and national government initiatives, the first systematic audit • lists of contingency plans, regionalised pests and National Diagnostic Protocol used to aid plant biosecurity • the multi-faceted role the Australian government plays in maintaining Australia’s unique biodiversity.

Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (2012) Australian forest and wood product statistics (2012), March and June quarters 2012; ABARES (2012) Agricultural commodity statistics 2012
Location:

https://www.ippc.int/publications/national-plant-biosecurity-status-report-2012
(2) Philippines
Entry Points
· International Ports of Entry

(Changed Date:  Wednesday, 15 May 2013)

Short Description:

The Bureau of Plant Industry - Plant Quarantine Service is present in all major airports and seaports in the Philippines. The Plant Quarantine Stations are under the auspices of the Director of the Bureau of Plant Industry and complemented by personnel from the Department of Agriculture Regional Field Units.
Location:

https://www.ippc.int/countries/philippines/report-obligations/philippines-international-ports-entry
Recent News

· Phillipines’ Bureau of Plant Industry conducts training workshop on the use of the International Plant Protection Portal

(Tuesday, 23 April 2013)

Description:

The Bureau of Plant Industry, the National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO) of the Philippines, is responsible in implementing the guidelines of the International Plant Protection Convention. In adherence to the principle of transparency, it is responsible for sharing information on its phytosanitary issues through the International Phytosanitary Portal. Through the BPI Plant Quarantine Service, it has taken the initiative to disseminate the information and encourage the BPI personnel to utilize the available information in the IPP through the “Training Workshop on the Use of the International Phytosanitary Portal” last March 14-15, 2013 at the Department of Agriculture Information Technology Center for Agriculture and Fisheries Building, Quezon City, Philippines. The BPI PQS is the office under the BPI which participates in most of the activities of the IPPC in terms of standards setting, review and adaptation, which gave the impetus to conduct this training.

The training is informed participants on how to utilize the IPP. This training updated participants on how to effectively use the IPP portal in browsing for NPPO’s organizational information, changes, developments or amendments of regulations relating to phytosanitary measures. The participants were also exposed to the revisions of pest lists of other NPPOs, interception of pests, progress of PRA, emergency actions, development of contingency plans, change of IPPC official contact and the editor of NPPO in the country, establishments of pest free areas, etc. The Philippines’ Plant Protection Profile was discussed and reviewed in this workshop in order to update the information in light of the upcoming APPPC meeting in August of 2013.

The Asia and Pacific Plant Protection Commission, in which the Philippines is a member, was also discussed. Hands-on exercises were done for the participants to individually browse and use the features of the websites. After the workshop, the fifty-one (51) participants gained more knowledge on the information and were more confident to use the IPP. They also realized the ease of downloading the information in the IPP to help them in the conduct of their plant quarantine duties. They also realized how the IPPC works as the standards-setting body that is recognized by the World Trade Organization under the SPS Agreement. They were updated on how ISPMs are developed and were made aware of the phytosanitary procedures that take place in the global trading environment such as Risk Assessment, Appropriate Level of Protection and Scientific Justification.

The work of the local Department of Agriculture SPS Focal Group was also discussed so that the participants can appreciate the coordination efforts of the different agencies of the DA in the field of SPS. The vast pool of information available that complement the information in the IPP, such as the APPPC and WTO website, was also opened to the participants so that they can also freely share the information to the clients and stakeholders that they serve in their capacities as Plant Quarantine Officers and staff of the BPI. A very important result of the workshop is the commitment from the management and the participants to more actively participate in the future activities related to the IPPC.
Location:

https://www.ippc.int/news/philippines%E2%80%99-bureau-plant-industry-conducts-training-workshop-use-international-plant
(3) Republic of Korea
Recent News

· Change of phytosanitary certificate form issued by QIA of the Republic of Korea

(Saturday, 1 June 2013)
Short description:

 The new phytosanitary certificate form will become valid for use from June 1, 2013 and the current form will remain valid for use until December 31, 2013.

The new form and current form will be used together from June 1, 2013 until December 31, 2013.
Location:

https://www.ippc.int/news/change-phytosanitary-certificate-form-issued-qia-republic-korea-0
(4) Thailand

Pest management
· 9th ISFFEI, Bangkok, Thailand

(Created on 10 June 2013)

Short description:

9th International Symposium on Fruit Flies of Economic Importance (ISFFEI) 12-16 May 2014, Bangkok, Thailand 

Locations:

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_document_pi1[showUid]=215886&cn=178&frompage=178&type=document&subtype=&tag=&cn=178&L=0#item
http://www.fruitflythailand.doae.go.th/  (in local language)
Pesticide Management
· Banned pesticides

(Created on 10 June 2013)
Short description:

A list of 96 banned pesticides of Thailand (informatin until 2013).

Location:

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_document_pi1[showUid]=215885&cn=178&frompage=178&type=document&subtype=&tag=&cn=178&L=0#item
Information uploaded into the APPPC website by the APPPC Secretariat during the 2nd quarters of 2013

18 June 2013
Replacement of links to FAO website

As Timor-Leste became a new member of APPPC, a number of amendments had to be made on the APPPC website.  As well, the FAO website was recently changed, the links to the FAO website on the APPPC website, particularly those related to APPPC agreements, amendments and status needed to be changed accordingly.

The amendments and replacements were made at the following locations:
· About the APPPC (About us)

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110810&L=0
· Twenty five countries are currently members of the Commission

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110925&L=0
· Inclusion of the country page for Timor-Leste

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110808&cn=177
· Inclusion of Timor-Leste in the drop-down menu on the home page of the APPPC website

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110800&L=0
· Plant Protection Agreement for the Asia and Pacific 
Region

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_publication_pi1[showUid]=29942&frompage=1110809&type=publication&subtype=&L=0#item
Note:  The amended versions of the Plant Protection Agreement for Asia and Pacific Region need to be ratified by countries. In this connection, the legal reference could be found from FAO legal webpage: http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/legal/docs/2_006s-e.pdf  

18 June 2013
· Wheat rust diseases remain a constant but neglected threat
Short description:

FAO warns this year’s strong wheat output could be hampered by wheat rusts. 13 June 2013 – FAO is calling for countries in the global ‘wheat belt’ to step up monitoring and prevention for wheat rusts – fungal diseases that do especially well in particularly wet seasons. Yields could be affected across North Africa, the Middle East into West and South Asia, which account for more than 30 percent of global wheat output and nearly 40 percent of total land area dedicated to wheat planting. For more details, please visit http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/177852/icode/
Locations:

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_news_pi1[showUid]=2181643&frompage=1110850&type=news&subtype=&L=0#item
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/177852/icode/
30 April 2013
· Bee deaths: EU to ban neonicotinoid pesticides

Short description:

The European Commission will restrict the use of pesticides linked to bee deaths by researchers, despite a split among EU states on the issue. For details, please visit: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-22335520
Locations:

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_news_pi1[showUid]=2181602&frompage=1110931&L=0#item
http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110931&tx_news_pi1[showUid]=2181602&type=news&frompage=1110931#item
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-22335520
24 April 2013
· Quarterly reports on plant protection information exchange through the APPPC website and the IPP for 1st quarter of 2013 and the second half of 2012
Short description:

The quarterly reports for the first quarter of 2013 and the second half of 2012 are now available for downloading. The reports cover the information uploaded by the APPPC members and Japan into the APPPC website and the IPP Portal during the period. The reports also include the information uploaded by the APPPC Secretariat and the planned activities for 2013.  For details, please visit:

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_publication_pi1[showUid]=2186969&frompage=1110847&type=publication&subtype=&L=0#item 

and
 http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_publication_pi1[showUid]=2186968&frompage=1110847&type=publication&subtype=&L=0#item

Locations:

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_news_pi1[showUid]=2181598&frompage=1110847&type=news&subtype=&L=0#item
http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_publication_pi1[showUid]=2186969&frompage=1110847&type=publication&subtype=&L=0#item 

 http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_publication_pi1[showUid]=2186968&frompage=1110847&type=publication&subtype=&L=0#item
19 April 2013
· Draft RSPMs - Approval of Irradiation Facilities and Approval of Fumigation Facilities
Short description:

The APPPC Standard Committee meeting on review of draft regional standard for phytosanitary measures was convened from 30 July to 3 August 2012 in Bangkok, Thailand. After extensive review and discussions, the meeting approved two draft standards-“ Approval of Irradiation Facilities” and “Approval of Fumigation Facilities” for circulating to member countries for their comments and will submit revised draft standards to the next session of the APPPC. The draft RSPMs have been sent to member countries on 12 October 2012 for consultations.

Locations:

http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_publication_pi1[showUid]=2186928&frompage=1110814&type=publication&subtype=&L=0#item
http://www.apppc.org/index.php?id=1110802&tx_publication_pi1[showUid]=2186929&frompage=1110815&type=publication&subtype=&L=0#item
Planned activities for the second half of 2013 and recommendations

•
Send a summary of the country status on the information uploaded into the IPP and the APPPC website in the second quarter of 2013 to the NPPO contact points and editors of Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, DPR Korea, India, Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam.
· As the APPPC website is associated with the IPP which has recently been migrated to a new software platform (Drupal), the APPPC Secretariat is in the process of preparing for the migration the APPPC website to the new platform, ensuring that the move would cause minimal disruption to the member countries.  The migration to the new platform is expected to be fully completed by the end of the third quarter 2013.

•
As the 28th Session of the APPPC is scheduled to be held in Republic of Korea from 23-27 September 2013, the NPPO contact points and editors will be further encouraged to update the various sections of their respective plant protection profile and upload them into the APPPC website.  They may use the previous plant protection profiles as a guideline for updating the information.  As well, they should be encouraged to upload any other plant protection information which they would like to share with other members.
Note:

In line with the suggestion by Thailand’s NPPO, the participants of the APPPC’s next biennium session should be requested to fill out/update the plant protection profile, producing them in the CD format and distribute them to other participants at the meeting as well as uploading them into the APPPC website through their respective country’s dashboard.

•
In uploading the information into the APPPC website and the IPP Portal, the NPPO contact points and editors should be informed of the likely common pitfalls as follows:

(a)
Passwords 

As the information uploading is not frequent, passwords might be forgotten.  In addition, as the passwords are case sensitive, sometimes they could be mistyped.  It is recommended that the NPPO contact points and editors contact the IPPC Secretariat if they encounter any problems relating to their password.

(b)
Attachments

Sometimes, the NPPO contact points and editors forget to upload the attached documents/publications.

(c)
Selection of language

Often, the NPPO contact points and editors forget to specify English as the language of the uploaded information.

•
In support to the APPPC Working Group on Information Exchange, the APPPC Secretariat could send out a short questionnaire to the APPPC member countries and Japan, asking them about the plant protection information which they would like other countries to share with them as well as the information which are readily available and could be uploaded into the APPPC website and the IPP.  It may be appropriate to also request them to review the current plant protection profile tables:  which tables should be maintained, which ones should be left out and what tables should be added.  Any suggestion to the current format is also welcome.  In this connection, the NPPO could act as a focal point to check with the state agencies concerned before responding to the questionnaire.  The newly revised profile format could be applied during the next biennium (2014-2015).
Note:   At the APPPC Working Group Meeting on the Preparation of the Work Plant for 2014-2015 held in Bangkok, Thailand, from 13-15 May 2013, Malaysia indicates that it will continue to lead the working group on information and set priority for pest information exchange on pest status, phytosanitary treatments, capacity development project and PRA on priority pests. This group would collaborate with the working group on SALB.
•
Explore key websites including FAO, IPP, IPM vegetables, WHO, the Rotterdam Convention and other conventions related to plant protection as well as other sources (including FAO publications & WTO) to identify useful information/weblinks to be uploaded into the APPPC website.  Also study the website of European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO) to get ideas that can be used to improve the APPPC websites.

•
Further finetune the APPPC website. Discuss with the IPPC Secretariat on how to make use of the web analytics in analyzing the web traffic and promoting the use of the APPPC website.
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