REPORT OF THE APPPC STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

FOR THE REVIEW OF DRAFT RSPMS
14-16 Feb. 2005

Bangkok, Thailand

1. Participants

The experts members of the Standards Committee from Australia, Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, the Republic of Korea,  Malaysia, New Zealand, Pakistan were present.. The committee was supplemented with fruit fly experts from Thailand and New Zealand. The list of participants is shown in Appendix 1

2. Welcome address

The meeting was opened with a welcoming address by Mr He Changchui, Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific. He noted the work of FAO in standard setting and the efficient production of regional phytosanitary standards by the APPPC. The two draft standards under consideration by the Standards Committee will be sent out to APPPC members for their comments as part of the consultation process as the next part of the standard setting procedure. Mr He Changchui mentioned the role of the APPPC in the development of plant quarantine in the region and the response of countries to the international standards for phytosanitary measures. He wished the participants a successful meeting. 
3. Adoption of the Agenda

The meeting adopted the agenda – see Appendix 2.

4. Updates on APPPC and ICPM activities
The Executive Secretary of the APPPC, Mr Piao Yongfan, provided a summary of the recent activities of the Commission. He noted that the forwarding of the invitation to the next Commission meeting in Sri Lanka should be forwarded to members shortly when the formalities for the arrangement of the meeting are completed. Dr John Hedley, Chair of the Standards Committee, listed the IPPC meetings of recent past and near future. These are listed in the Calendar on the IPP. He hoped that as many Standards Committee members as possible would attend ICPM 7 in April, 2005.
5. Review and discussion of Draft RSPM no. 3
The specification for this standard is attached as Appendix 3.

The meeting discussed the standard at length. The major discussion topics included:

· the shortening of the title of the standard to “Requirements for the establishment and maintenance of pest free area for tephritid fruit flies”
· the removal of the first three annexes from the standard and the retention of the fourth under the reference Appendix 1. The material deleted would be available from other sources
· the component of identification noted in Special requirements was resided in the General requirements section

· the clarification in several places in the standard that detection  non-target exotic fruit flies would need be part of the procedures for establishing and maintaining an FF-PFA

· the section on Planning for corrective action was modified

· the clarification of the situations when the technique of fruit sampling is important, for example in the small scale delimitation surveys for an outbreak area

· the minor modification of the sections of trapping – Trap deployment and Trap servicing – to provide more accurate guidelines.
With these amendments, the Standards Committee recommended that the draft standard be distributed to APPPC members for comment in the consultation process.

The amended draft standard is attached as Appendix 4.

6. Review and discussion of Draft RSPM no. 4
The specification for this standard is attached as Appendix 5.

The meeting discussed the standard comprehensively. The major discussion topics included:

· the title of the standard was modified to read “Guidelines for the confirmation of non-host status of fruit and vegetables to tephritid fruit flies”

· the revision of the document provided by Peter Leach, one of the experts of the EWG that drafted the standard. Most of the amendments, throughout the standard, were accepted by the Standards Committee after consideration

· the acknowledgment that the draft was based on a New Zealand standard was deleted and a reference to the New Zealand standard is to be added to the list of references 

· the issue of “damage” versus “puncturing”. The Standards Committee decided that as this standard describes a specific technique, it should refer to “puncturing” rather than use a general term such as “damage”
· Figure 1. It was suggested that the Figure be reconsidered to see if it could be made any clearer – and if so, the amended figure should be included in the draft sent out for consultation.

With these amendments and the possible future amendment of Figure 1, the Standards Committee recommended that the draft standard be distributed to APPPC members for comment in the consultation process.

The amended draft standard is attached as Appendix 6.

7. Closure of the meeting
The meeting was closed at 3pm on Wednesday, 16 February.
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Appendix 2

Provisional Timetable

Monday 14 February 2005

8.15-9.00


Registration.

Opening Session

9.00-9.15                                Opening Address

Dr. He Changchui, Regional Representative.

9.15-10.00   


Update on APPPC and ICPM activities.

10.00-10.30                            Coffee break

10.30-10.50   


Introduction: report of the preparation of the draft 





RSPM.

10.50-12.00
Review and discussions of a draft RSPM on “Requirements for the establishment and maintenance of pest free areas for Tephritid Fruit Flies”.





.

12.00-13.30                              Lunch.

13.30-15.00


Continue discussion on the “Requirements for the 





establishment and maintenance of pest free areas for





Tephritid Fruit Flies”.





15.00-15.30                              Coffee break.

15.30-17.00


To prepare recommendations for the 24th Session





of the APPPC on the approval of the draft.

Tuesday 15 February 2005

9.00-10.00
Review and discussion to approval of a draft RSPM on “Guidelines for the confirmation of non-host status of fruit and vegetables to fruit flies using host status tests”.

10.00-10.030   


Coffee break.

10.30-12.00
Continue discussion on the “Guidelines for the   confirmation of non-host status of fruit and vegetables to fruit flies using host status tests”.

12.00-13.30


Lunch.

13.30-15.00


To prepare recommendations for the 24th Session of 


the APPPC on the approval of the draft.

15.00-15.030  


Coffee break

15.30-17.00


To prepare recommendations for the 24th Session of





the APPPC on the approval of the draft.

Wednesday 16 February 2005

9.00-10.00 


Preparation and adoption of the APPPC Standard 





Committee report.

10.00-10.30 Coffee break

10.30-11.30 Preparation and adoption of the APPPC Standard

Committee report.

11.30-12.00
Other business

12.00-12.30
Closing of the meeting.

Appendix 3
SPECIFICATION FOR APPPC REGIONAL STANDARD

Title: 

Guidelines for pest free areas or production sites for fruit flies.

Description of the purpose of the standard:

The 23rd Session of the APPPC proposed that members needed guidance for the specific operational requirements for the establishment, maintenance and verification of fruit fly free horticultural production areas or production sites.  APPPC member countries will be able to use this standard, in combination with other management measures as required, as a guide to establish and maintain the fruit fly free status of host commodities. 

Scope:

This standard will provide guidelines for specific requirements for the establishment, maintenance and verification of pest free areas or production sites for fruit flies.  The 

In the development of the draft guidelines, the concepts and basic framework for the regional standard are detailed in the following publications  ISPM Pub. No 4 ‘Requirements for the Establishment of Pest Free Areas’, ISPM Pub. No. 10 ‘Requirements for the Establishment of Pest Free Places of Production and Pest Free Production Sites and ISPM Pub. No. 8 ‘Determination of Pest Status in an Area’.  

Tasks:

- collate and discuss relevant information 

- examine existing systems for a range of fruit flies and develop a set of principles for the development of practical and operational systems to establish fruit fly free areas

- develop guidelines that focus on:


- operational systems and procedures


- documentation used in the establishment, maintenance and verification of pest free areas or production sites.

- from this information, develop a draft standard that provide guidelines for specific requirements for the development of pest free areas or production sites for fruit flies within the APPPC region  

- liaise with ICPM Technical Panel on pest free areas and systems approaches of fruit flies as appropriate

- make recommendations on further the development of further regional or sub-regional standards of fruit flies if it is considered these are needed.

Provision of resources:

The expert’s government should fund expert participation where possible. Where funds are required by participants, this may be provided from the regular programme of the APPPC.

Proposed work programme:

An expert working group will be convened by APPPC Standards Committee as soon as the standard specification is agreed to by members.

Stewards:

Australia and New Zealand

Collaborator:

Where a collaborator is available, this will be approved by the Standards Committee.

Expertise:

Requires experts from the sub-regions with experience in the development and operation of fruit fly free areas or production sites as phytosanitary measures.

Participants:

To be determined by the APPPC Standards Committee.

Approval:

The specification will be approved by the SPPPC Standards Committee. If complete, the standard will be adopted by the 24th Session of the APPPC.

References:

AFFA 2000. A submission Supporting Area Freedom from Queensland Fruit Fly and Mediterranean Fruit Fly for The Riverland, Sunraysia and Riverina Pest Free Areas of Mainland Australia. Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Australia (AFFA), October 2000.

Anon. 1996. Code of Practice for The Management of Queensland Fruit Fly. Interstate Plant Health Regulation Working Group. The Standing Committee on Agriculture and Resource Management (SCARM).

Anon. 1999. Code of Practice for the Management of Mediterranean Fruit Fly. Interstate Plant Health Regulation Working Group. The Standing Committee on Agriculture and Resource Management (SCARM).

FAO. 1995. Principles of Plant Quarantine as Related to International Trade. ISPM Pub. No 1, FAO. Rome

FAO. 1996. Requirements for the Establishment of Pest Free Areas. ISPM Pub. No. 4, FAO. Rome.

FAO. 1998. Determination of Pest Status in an Area. ISPM Publication No. 8, FAO. Rome.

FAO. 1999. Requirements for the Establishment of Pest Free Places of Production and Pest Free Production Sites. ISPM No. 10, FAO. Rome.

Appendix 4
Draft APPPC RSPM No. 3 (SC DRAFT 2 – 16 Feb 05)
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF PEST FREE AREAS FOR TEPHRITID FRUIT FLIES

(See the subject of APPPC RSPM in IPP)
Appendix 5

SPECIFICATION FOR APPPC REGIONAL STANDARD

Title: 

Guidelines for the determination of the non-host status of fruit commodities to fruit fly infestation.

Description of the purpose of the standard:

The 23rd Session of the APPPC proposed that members needed guidance for the determination of the non-host status of fruit commodities to fruit fly infestation in APPPC member countries so as to facilitate their trade in the region. The results of determination of non-host status for various commodities can have significant implications in facilitating trade. The non-host status of fruit to fruit fly infestation can be used as a quarantine option to mitigate the risk of introduction of fruit fly into a country on commercial consignments of fruit. 

Scope:

The standard will provide guidelines for the conduct of test procedures to determine the non-host status of fruit commodities to fruit fly infestation. There is evidence to indicate that some fruit species, although listed to be hosts to Tephritidae fruit flies, are actually conditional non-host or non-preferred host of fruit flies. 

Tasks:

- collate and discuss relevant information. Interception data for existing trade in horticultural commodities should also be considered  

- describe guidelines that focus on:


- methodology, 


- statistical design and 


- procedures underpinning laboratory and field trials used in fruit fly host studies

- from this information, develop a draft standard for the conduct of test procedures to determine the non-host status of fruit commodities to fruit fly infestation.  

- liaise with ICPM Technical Panel on pest free areas and systems approaches of fruit flies as appropriate.

Provision of resources:

The expert’s government should fund expert participation where possible. Where funds are required by participants, this may be provided from the regular programme of the APPPC.

Proposed work programme:

An expert working group will be convened by APPPC Standards Committee as soon as the standard specification is agreed to by members.

Stewards:

Australia and New Zealand

Collaborator:

Where a collaborator is available, this will be approved by the Standards Committee.

Expertise:

Requires experts from the sub-regions with experience in the conduct of fruit fly-host studies in laboratory and field trials.

Participants:

To be determined by the APPPC Standards Committee.

Approval:

The specification will be approved by the SPPPC Standards Committee. If complete, the standard will be adopted by the 24th Session of the APPPC.
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Appendix 6
Draft APPPC RSPM No. 4 (SC DRAFT 2 – 16 Feb 05)
GUIDELINES FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF NON-HOST STATUS OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES TO TEPHRITID FRUIT FLIES
(See the subject of APPPC RSPM in IPP)

























































