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Phytosanitary Certificates 

-The Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority (AVA) issues 
approximately 15,000 phytosanitary certificates 
annually 
 

- Of these, about 11,000 are re-export phytosanitary 
certificates 
 

- Phytosanitary certificates are accepted by 100 plus 
destinations, mainly to Australia, Brunei, Canada, 
China, EU, Indonesia, India, Japan, Malaysia, etc 
 

- We received approximately 40,000 phytosanitary 
certificates mainly from Malaysia, China, Thailand, 
Indonesia, etc  



TYPES of PHYTOSANITARY 
CERTIFICATES 

1.Watermarked certificates 
- Effective since 1st September 2009 
- Accepted by all countries accept the EU, 

Reunion Island and Turkey (for food 
produce) 

- Has security and watermark features 
- Electronic signature of issuing officer 

 
2. Non watermarked certificates 
- Manual signature of issuing officer 
- Manual stamp of crest 

 
  



Location of 
optical 
Watermark with 
the word 
“ORIGINAL” 

Phytosanitary Certificate with Watermark 

Micro security feature  

Location of 2D Barcode  



Location of 
optical 
Watermark with 
the word “COPY” 

SCANNED Phytosanitary Certificate (ORIGINAL) with Watermark 

Micro security feature  

Location of 2D Barcode  



Location of 
optical 
Watermark with 
the word “COPY” 

SCANNED Phytosanitary Certificate (DUPLICATE) with Watermark 

Micro security feature  

Location of 2D Barcode 
(No Barcode) in printed 
 & scanned duplicate 
copy 



Manual signature 
of issuing officer 

Phytosanitary Certificate (ORIGINAL) without Watermark 

Manual stamp 
of crest 



OUTCOME 

1.  Have a better understanding of ephyto concept, 

regulatory and technical issues 
 
2. Know what are the protocols, terms and codes that 

need to be harmonised and how to harmonise 
 
3. The preparations required for electronic certification 
 
4. More information on the generic IPPC endorsed 

ephyto system  
 
5. Factors to consider for cost benefit analysis 
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