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Overall executive summary

The Headquarters of the Directorate of Plant Protection Quarantine and Storage is located at Faridabad, Haryana. This office is headed by the Plant Protection Adviser to the Government of India and is responsible for the implementation of plant protection policies and programmes of the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Government of India.

The major activities are exclusion of exotic pests, surveillance and monitoring and control of desert locust, ensuring availability of quality pesticides and bio-pesticides, promotion of integrated pest management approach in plant protection, development of the human resources in plant protection and monitoring of pesticide residues in agricultural commodities.

The Directorate of Plant Protection, Quarantine & Storage, Department of Agriculture & Cooperation  administer the Destructive Insects & Pests Act, 1914 (2 of 1914) under which Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) Order 2003 regulates the imports of agricultural commodities and the wood packaging material.   Being the National Plant Protection Organization, the Directorate is responsible for implementation of the phytosanitary certification programme. More than 150 plant protection specialists from all over the country have been authorized by NPPO to issue Phytosanitary certificates, in accordance with the requirements of importing countries as per IPPC,120243 Phytosanitary certificates were issued during 2010-11 and more than 2760 pest risk analyses were carried out. A number of quarantine pests had been intercepted in the imported consignments and notifications sent to the exporting countries.

IPM programme is based on crop based Farmers Field School approach. Seventy seven (77) IPM packages on major Agricultural/Horticultural crops have been developed.  The Government of India encourages the use of biocontrol agents.  318 bio-control laboratories are in operation. National programme on the monitoring of pesticide residue is in progress.  A project on surveillance on fruit flies has been completed and the data on distribution of different sps.of fruit flies has been compiled for the states U.P, Gujarat, Maharashtra & Andhra Pradesh . 

A Project on National Invasive Weed Surveillance (N.I.W.S) 1ST phase has been completed. Pest free area has been developed and notified for Brown rot (Ralstonia solanacecarum) and Ring rot  (Clavibacter michijanesis) of Potato in the State of Punjab,  recognition of which is under consideration of  EU..

India is a signatory to FAO code of conduct on the distribution and use of pesticides and is implementing its provisions. The Insecticides Act, 1968 regulates the import, manufacture, sale, transport, distribution and use of pesticides with a view to prevent risk to the human beings, animals and the environment. The Pesticide Management Bill is under active consideration of Rajya Sabha.   

